
November 12, 2025
Silicon CatalystVerification Futures  Austin 2025 1

it’s about what’s next.®

11:30–11:40 Introduction to Silicon Catalyst
Tarun Verma, Managing Partner
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tarunverma01/

11:40 – 12:00 Emerging Trends in AI for Chip Design and EDA
David Pan, UT Austin and SC Advisor
https://www.linkedin.com/in/davidzpan/

12:00–12:15 Ultra-Fast AI Inference at the Edge
Frank Thiel, SC Advisor and CTO of GIgantor (https://gigantor.com)
https://www.linkedin.com/in/frank-thiel/

12:15 –12:30 New Sensing Technologies Provide Insight Inside Batteries
Rick Seger, SVP, SigmaSense (https://sigmasense.com)
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rickseger

Silicon Catalyst Track -Emerging Hardware 

Technologies and Startups

https://sigmasense.com/


Confidential and Proprietary
Silicon Catalyst

Silicon Catalyst Overview
Headquartered in Silicon Valley … accelerating startups worldwide

“The Gold Standard for Semiconductor Acceleration”

4th Quarter 2025
it’s about what’s next.®
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it’s about what’s next.®

Silicon Catalyst is the only accelerator 

focused on

the Global Semiconductor Industry 

including Chips, Chiplets, Materials, IP and Silicon fabrication based 

Photonics, MEMS, Sensors, Life Science and Quantum

Established 2015 in Silicon Valley 

Global portfolio companies (PCs) are worth > $3B

Screened over 1,500 early-stage semiconductor companies

Admitted over 150 Companies globally into our bespoke incubation programs

Established Silicon Catalyst Israel (2019), UK (2021) & EU (2024); >400 advisors worldwide; >500 partners

5G, AI / ML, UWB, IP, Comms infrastructure, Photonics, IoT, Power, Life Science, MEMS/Sensing, Materials, Quantum

Si Catalyst Angels (2019) & Si Catalyst Ventures (2024); PCs have raised > $1B in VC + > $200M in IKP + > $200M in grants
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Silicon Catalyst – accelerating startups worldwide

International locations

Portfolio companies

International applications

Silicon Catalyst HQ

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Strategic Partners

Ecosystem Centered on Startups

Good for Startups, Partners, Investors, Advisors … the industry

70+
In-Kind

Partners

400+ 
Advisors

450+
Investors Accelerators

35+ UniversitiesManagement Services

Architecture, Design Review 

Go-to-Market, Supply Chain

Industry Partners

PCAST Semi

DoC IAC

CA CHIPS Co.

N-W AI Hub
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• Silicon Catalyst timeline

6

Silicon Catalyst

2014 2016                         2018                          2020                       2022                  2024  2025      
I                                I                                I                                 I                I                                I

Concept

ChipStart UK

Universities Angels

Israel UKAdvisors Strategic 
Partners

Accelerators

In-kind 
Partners

Launch

MEMS and 
Sensors

Materials, 
Process/Equip

Investors

Chip  design

EU

Venture Fund

Japan

Australia
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Silicon Catalyst’s Strategic Partners

Strategic and early access to Semiconductor Innovation
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EDA IP Back-end BusinessFoundryServices

In-Kind Partners
1 Low Volume;  2 High Volume Yield Improvement; 3 Israel Only; 4 UK Only

3

3

Q A

2

1

An ANSYS Business

An ANSYS Business

An ANSYS Business

4

An Emerson Business

4

4
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Driving Innovation by Accelerating Startups

Screening

Silicon Catalyst

Advisors
Investors

(SCA & SCV)

Incubation/Acceleration (24+ Months, custom program)

In-kind partners
($2M+ goods and services)

Management services
(events, strategy, marketing,  

product VP, team, funding)

Strategic

partners

>1,500 reviewed ~10% admitted

Sourcing

New and serial entrepreneurs

Industry spin-outs

University researchers

$ $ $

Exit

Powerpoint  ➔ Prototype  ➔ Production

Training
(experts and 

curriculum)
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Powerful Network ➔ Great Events Worldwide

Portfolio Update June 5, 2024 TI, Santa Clara
Portfolio Update November 13, 2024

Computer History Museum, Mountain View 

UK Quarterly 2025

Portfolio Update May 15, 2025

Computer History Museum, Mountain View
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A platform for broad-topic dialog among 

Semiconductor industry stakeholders.  

Focusing on the industry’s WW societal, 

geopolitical and ecological impact.

Launched Nov. 2018 at TSMC (CA), have held 9 Forums in Silicon Valley at TSMC, SVB, Zoom (COVID) , SRI & The Computer History Museum

Nov. 5, 2025 Computer History Museum

Dec. 1, 2020

Nov 9, 2023

Moderator - Don Clark
NY Times Contributing Journalist

Janet Col lyer
UK Ae rospace  

T ech Inst it ute

Mark Edel stone
Chmn.  Glo bal Semi

Mo rgan Stanley

John Neuffer
CEO SIA

Walden Rhines
2021 GSA M orris Chang 
Exempl ary Leadership 

Rec ipient

Dec 8, 2021

Moderator - Don Clark
NY Times Contributing Journalist

Navin Chadda
Managing Direc tor

Mayf ield

Maryam Rofougaran
CEO Mo vandi

Walden Rhines
CEO Cornami

Dec 6, 2022

Moderator – Dave French
CEO Sigma Sense, Board of Silicon Catalyst

Moshe Gavrielov
Director TSMC, NXP, SiM a 

Technol ogy, Foretellix  

Deirdre Hanford
CSO Synops ys

Director Cirrus L ogi c
Ivo Bolsens

SVP AMD

Nov 9, 2023

Nov 13, 2024

Nov 13, 2024



November 12, 2025
Silicon CatalystVerification Futures  Austin 2025 12

it’s about what’s next.®

Silicon Catalyst Angels

• Launched in July 2019 to provide funding in Seed and Series A rounds

- Members are accredited investors from the Silicon Catalyst ecosystem

- Investing primarily in companies in the Silicon Catalyst portfolio companies

- Investments: Owl AI (8), Eridan (4), Espre, Dover (2), Mentium (7), Ayar Labs, Imprint Energy*, Oculi (2),

mmTron (2), Lelantos, Phinomics (2), Lemurian Labs (3), EnCharge AI (2)*, Xcelerium, Zepsor (2), PolyN,             

RAAAM (3), ABR, Probius, Exokeryx (2), Neurophos, Phosio (2), HEPTLab, TeraSpatial, … 

> 50 investments >$15M w/ syndication! *  Not a Si Catalyst portfolio company

MHNW
Consortium

Syndication

Partners

Paul Pickering
Board Director

Amos Ben Meir
President & Board 

Director

Tom Eby 
Board Director

Laura Swan
VP Operations

August 20, 2025 at Advantest Santa Clara

Quarterly Advisor & Angel Meetings
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Silicon Catalyst Ventures

Launched February 2024

>30 Investments $$$

Venture Team
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Silicon Catalyst Team
>100 startups, >$1B in VC, >$80B execs in public M&A

Esam Elashmawi
Director

Tarun Verma
Managing Partner

- S r Dir A ltera

Dan Armbrust
co-Founder, Director

- Chmn Sal ien ce, Exokeryx

- CEO  S ilicon Catalyst  (f orme r)

- CEO  Sematech

- VP Sem i Ops IBM Micro

Nick Kepler
COO, Director

- VP Products Suvol ta

- VP DE/PM Global Foundries

- VP Process T ech AM D

Lance Bell
Managing Partner

- CEO  LG B LL C

- CEO  and Co-Founder 

Nanobionovum,  LLC

Rick Lazansky
Chairman, co-Founder

Pete Rodriguez
CEO, Director

Dir. Si Catalyst UK & EU LTD
Dir. Si Catalyst Ventures

- VP & GM NXP, CEO Exar

CMO  V irage, CEO Xpedion,  M gr. LSIL

Richard Curtin
Managing Partner

- Founder & Exec Nucleos

- S r Dir and GM NXP

- Angels by the Sea

- Exec at  11 Startups

Raul Camposano
Managing Partner

- CTO Si lvaco

- CEO  Sage DA (AM AT )

- CEO  Nim bic

- CTO,  G M,  SVP Synopsys

- P rof . Paderborn,  S tanford

Laura Swan
Managing Partner

VP OPS Si Catalyst Angels
GP Si Catalyst Ventures

- Investor Sand  Hi ll  Ang els

- Co F ounder The Batchery

- Engr.  PM at sev.  NW startups

Dave French
Director

Paul Pickering
Managing Partner

Dir. Si Catalyst Angels

- CRO M icralyne Inc

- EVP Sales & Marketi ng Exar

- EVP Sales & Mkt ing Xpedion

- Exec at  9 startups

Atiye Bayman
Managing Partner

- CTO Mi aSolé

- Dir T echnol ogy Novell us

- Y ield M gr Synergy

- S r.  P rocess Engr. AM D

UK

Mike Staplehurst
Managing Partner

- S r.  Dir ARM

- Associate DBA

- CEO  Solar Cloth

- Dir ARM

John Harley
Managing Partner

- P resident  Owl Bi omedical

- P resident  M icral yne

- VP IM T

Doug McBane
Managing Partner

- VP OPS Ow l AI

- CEO  DGM  Con sulting

- S r.  Dir.  OPS NXP

- US Navy CAPT AIN Ret.

Board

Danny Biran
Managing Partner

- VP Israel Innovat ion Authori ty

- SVP M kt ing &  S trategy Al tera

- Director G SA 

- CEO  S ilverbackSys

- Exec LSIL,  NSC

Israel

Moshe Zalcberg
Managing Partner

- CEO  Veriest Solutio ns

- GM  &  VP BD Presto Eng.

- GM  Israel Cadence

- VP EU Servi ces Cadence

Sean Redmond
President Si Catalyst Eu

Chmn Si Catalyst UK LTD

- V ice Chmn UK ElecTech, VP Arc,

VP EM EA Cadence, VP /GM  EU 

Veri sit y

Patrick Camilleri
Managing Partner

- VP Crypto Quant ique

- E IR Entrepreneur F irst

- VLSI  Philips

Jessica Binzoni
Associate Partner

- Fo und er EDir Hop e+Futu re

- A ttorney & Fellow NIJC

- M agna Cum Laude Not re 

Dame Law School

Management Services

Shih Wei Sun 
Obs., Founding MP SiVC

James Lougheed
Managing Partner

- VP & GM Maxlinear 

- SVP  Exar

- M gmt .:  Cirrus,  F uture,  EDM I

Strategy/ANZ

Dennis Meister
Managing Partner

- SVP S iemens Health

- P roduct  Dir. GE Healthcare

- VP & GM BU Acuson  

- S tartup CEO

Russell Haggar
Managing Partner

- Exec Chmn.  Vyper Co re

- Founder Molten Ventures

- Leading UK VCs

- Over 30 startups

Ross Addinal
Managing Partner

- CTO Vert izan

- CAE Synopsys

- Tech Di r EU Ciranova

- Account Mgr Cadence

Dave Dwelley
Managing Partner

- CTO Maxim  Integrated

- CTO Of fice Li near Tech.

Tom Sandoval
Managing Partner

- VP Renesas/SVP Dialog

- VP Xili nx

- CEO  Calypto

- VP & GM LSI  Logic
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Website - https://siliconcatalyst.com

Email - tarun@sicatalyst.com

Follow up

https://siliconcatalyst.com/
https://siliconcatalyst.com/
https://siliconcatalyst.com/
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www.siliconcatalyst.com

Join us in driving innovation!
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